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EDITORIAL
THE Editorial Board of this Journal offers nio apology for issuing a special
Tuberculosis Number. Tuberculosis is a disease seen by every practitioner almost
daily, and in Ireland alone over five thousand persons die annually from it. The cost
to the community is appalliog. During 1930 Englanid spent nearly £6,000,000 in
the treatment of those suffering from it, Ireland and Scotland spent over £1,000,000,
or a total of over £7,000,000 for Great Britaini and Ireland, exclusive of the amount
spent by voluntary associations and Poor Law institutions. But even with this
enormous expenditure in the treatment of this disease, there appears to be a maze
of conflicting opinions as to that which yields the best results. Generally speaking,
however, it appears that fresh air, nourishing food, and rest are the main points
on which there is agreement, and it is conceded that the greatest of these is rest.
It is significant that not only has this fact been recogniised in the noni-pulmonary
forms of tuberculosis, but that the modern application of surgery to the treatment
of pulmonary tuberculosis by thoracoplasty, phrenicotomy, and artificial pneumo-
thorax have all the same object in view-focal rest.
Fresh air is of almost equal importance, anid it is of special interest to the
members of the Belfast Medical School that one of its former members, Dr. Henry
MacCormac (1800-1886), was a pioneer in this form of treatment. In his publishe(d
papers Dr. MacCormac always insisted, in the prevention and treatment of col-
sumption, on keeping open bedroom witndows and genieral ventilation in the dwelling.
In this respect he was more than a genieration in advance of his time, and in making
tuberculosis the subject of the first special number of this Journal, the Editorial
Board offers homage to his memory.
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